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EVAWUD21
Coinciding with the United Nations international day to eliminate violence against women, and the subsequent 16 Days of Activism
against Gender-Based Violence Campaign (25 November to 10 December), women who use drugs and their allies around the world,
unified in their determination to stop systemic and gender based violence against women who use drugs, again unleashed a diverse and
dynamic series of actions.
Women who use drugs are exposed to higher rates of violence than women in the general public. This violence includes, (but is not
limited to) rape, sexual harassment, extortion, loss of child custody, imprisonment for mere personal possession, extra judicial killing,
capital punishment, obstetric violence and penalisation for drug use in pregnancy. Prohibition either directly causes or greatly exacerbates
conditions for all of these violations.
Gender-based violence cannot be eliminated if those most affected are not directly and meaningfully involved at all levels in relevant
policy and programming. Women who use drugs are boldly stepping out to take their place in the women’s movement and efforts to
stop gender based violence. Collectively we and our allies call for governments to end the gendered, failed and murderous policy of drug
prohibition.
The following summary (with hyperlinks) features some of the actions performed around the world for EVAWUD 2021: in Italy, Kenya,
Ukraine, Indonesia, Nigeria, Myanmar, Uganda, Spain, South Africa, Portugal, Mexico, Greece, Canada and Costa Rica. The EVAWUD
campaign is expanding and maturing with each passing year – as signified by the development of country coalitions (this year in Mexico,
Kenya, Portugal, Nigeria, Costa Rica and Indonesia), the participation of organizations and groups that were not grant recipients, active
partnership with other networks (YouthRISE, EuroNPUD, IDPC and ICW), and the realisation of 2 regional level campaigns (Europe and
Asia).
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Barcelona, Spain

Metzineres started their campaign actions in Barcelona on 24 November, when they took part in a protest about violence against
women and displayed banners giving a voice to women who use drugs. A poster/calendar was created to advertise the different activities
organized across the 16 days. Actions included a march through parts of the Raval neighbourhood (a district that has a high prevalence
of violence against women); screening of a documentary ‘Zauriak’ that explores mental health and illness through a feminist perspective;
a workshop about intersectional feminism; mass screening for HIV and hepatitis C with a debate about serophobia and the stigma
experienced by people living with HIV; a discussion about different expressions of gender and sexuality; a workshop about sex work
and participation in a radio programme; screening of a documentary about American LGBT liberation activist, Marsha P Johnson;
and a theoretical and practical workshop about self-defence and sex work. Metzineres also organised an open rehearsal of the NarcoMystical Stories project, which is an artistic creation that originated from the first COVID-19 lockdown with weekly poetry and writing
workshops.

Costa Rica

Latin America for Sensible Drug Policy and YouthRISE organised an intensive Seminar “Wo(men) Know”- a three-week 100% virtual
learning space focused on promoting leadership strategies and drug education with a gender perspective by and for women who use
drugs. This involved participation from an interdisciplinary team of women professionals from the areas of health, public policy and
social sciences. They oversaw socializing their knowledge and building a safe learning space for women drug users in Latin America
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during the weekends. The “We Know” Intensive Seminar was attended by 24 women
during five complete lessons. Through a series of activities, it was possible to include the
women colleagues in the lessons, listen to their experiences and collect their personal
reflections, among which the following stood out: Opening safe spaces for discussion about
sexual violence, abuse or harassment - general questions/answers section for each lesson;
online delivery of support material for the seminar (readings, videos); synchronous and
asynchronous interactive group dynamics.
The main intention was to fight the stigma and violence experienced by women drug users
through accurate information, with social and scientific support. The organisers believe that
providing tools for the construction of perceptions about drug use should be done from a
feminist, loving, educational and empathetic perspective.

Greece

Due to the COVID-19 situation, PeerNUPS opted for organised
strategic meetings with officials to discuss violence against
women who use drugs. They met with the Vice President of
OKANA (the OAT distributing organisation) and the National
Coordinator for Narcotics in Greece, who is planning the new
national strategy for drugs. PeerNUPS also conducted two visits
to ‘IONIS’ the homeless shelter in Athens, where they discussed
the challenges faced by homeless women who use drugs living in
a male-dominated environment. The participants also completed
a questionnaire about the services offered in the shelter and their
perceptions of safety. Furthermore, PeerNUPS promoted the
EVAWUD campaign online with articles and paid ads on social
media platforms, where they shared their press release and campaign
poster in Greek language.
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Indonesia

The Indonesian EVAWUD21 carried the theme “stop judging before knowing”, –to build on the
power of stories told to give voice to the voiceless. The aim was to make a difference towards ending
violence, stigma and discrimination which is often experienced by women and trans women who
use drugs. Stories can help people feel more connected to social action causes. The action had three
elements.
Firstly the Womxns Voice YouTube Channel activity: EVAWUD21 prompted development of the
first/pioneer channel in Indonesia that was built from, by and for women and trans women who
use drugs. Campaign activities were promoted through Womxn Voice social media accounts,
and included a series of thematic video talk shows, guided by two hosts from Womxn Voice and
Indonesia Action for Justice (Aksi Keadilan Indonesia), presenting 7 resource persons from various
backgrounds including feminists, paralegals, people affected by mental health issues, HIV/AIDS
activists and advocates. They discussed issues related to violence, HIV/AIDS, drug policy and the
criminal justice system, mental health and human rights taken from several actual stories of women
and trans women with drug use experience.
This element of the EVAWUD campaign succeeded in capturing the attention of influential
media in Bogor, namely Bogorpolitan, who wrote an article about the strength of this
campaign for their year-end special issue. Channel analysis was carried out to evaluate the
achievement targets. The channnel managed to secure 79 subscribers, with a total of 863
viewers and 370 likes from the audience.
Secondly, in-collaboration with the Indonesian Sisterhood of Women’s Recidivist (PPRI), on
December 2nd a peaceful protest was carried out in front of the West Java court building, on
the latest legal case that befell a member of PPRI who was sentenced with capital punishment
for a drug offence. This was followed by an open discussion with the theme: “Impact of
Drug Policy in Indonesia for Women with Drug Use Experience” – attended by WUD
representatives, academics, women’s institutions and the legal sector.
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Lastly, Womxn’s Voice paralegal team, together with the advocacy team from Aksi Keadilan
Indonesia, carried out hearings to build cross-sectoral networks to strengthen future advocacy
work. Strategic partners and stakeholders who were successfully engaged included: P2TP2A (Pusat
Pelayanan Terpadu Pemberdayaan Perempuan dan Anak) - Integrated Service Center for Women
and Children Empowerment in Bogor city, Bekasi and Bogor district; Legal Aid in Bogor, Jakarta,
Bekasi: LBH Seruni, LBH Sat Keadilan, LBH Masyarakat, LBH Apik, LBH Putih; Media in Bogor and
Bekasi: Tribun News, Bogorpolitan, Intel Media; Rehabilitation Centre in Jakarta: Kharitas Madani.
Overall the Indonesian collective were delighted that all planned EVAWUD activities achieved
awareness raising and network strengthening goals.

Italy
Chemical Sisters instigated a series of actions spanning the 16 day period, starting with a night time intervention about the application
of harm reduction in fighting violence against WUD in party settings; and
advocacy during the National Conference on Drugs (November 25-26) with
the Minister for Youth, using the occasion to speak to her about the EVAWUD
Campaign.
Actions were held in small groups at provincial levels, distributing material
through collaboration with different services, including: Campaign discussion
on the aim of EVAWUD and ending HIV stigma; “Chi Si Ama Mi Segua” at the
drop-in centre in Alessandria (Piedmont); participation in a Static Parade event
organized by the drop-in centre in Biella; harm reduction service provision in
the open-air consumption areas of the city of Turin, where contact was made
with WUD in the streets who shared strategies on how to fight violence against
WUD.
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Kachin State, Myanmar

With the aim of raising awareness and reducing violence against
women drug users, the MdM Womens Advisory Group (WAG)
in Kachin organized campaign activities in three townships:
Myitkyina, Moegaung and Hopin. Throughout EVAWUD21,
WAG members conducted multiple small group discussions on
gender-based violence particularly against women drug users and
more than a hundred participants joined the discussion and final
seminar which was conducted on 8th December, 2021. There are
some follow-up activities which will be continued according to
WAG action plan. These include, gender and rights awareness
training among WAG members and other women who use drugs.
It is expected that these actions will raise concern among partners,
family members and the general community regarding violence
against women who use drugs and respecting their rights.

Women’s Advisory Group members discussing issues around gender-based violence
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Kenya

Kenya participated the EVAWUD21 campaign with consortium
action between four partners: namely Women Nest and Women
in Response to HIV/AIDS and Drug Addiction (WRADA) from
Nairobi, Kwale Network of People who Use Drugs (kwaNPUD)
and Western Kenya Sex Workers Alliance (WEKESWA) from
Kisumu. Women Nest/WRADA conducted an online campaign
where they developed a short animated video with 16 different
‘message’ posters shared each day over the action period on
Facebook and Twitter. kwaNPUD met with members of the
WUD community to conduct discussions that culminated in
the 30 WUD coming up with key issues and recommendations.
Meanwhile, WEKESWA conducted a press conference with 4
media houses in Kisumu to highlight violations against women
who use drugs. They released a statement that was used by media
houses to hold discussions with the public.

México
The EVAWUD21 campaign in Mexico was organized by a coalition of organizations – ‘the collective of women against the war on drugs’,
and focused on continued efforts to advocate for the elimination of violence against women who use drugs. Drug use continues to be
highly gender stigmatized and criminalized across the country, while in the human rights and women’s movement, women who use
drugs are sadly ignored and under-represented. The intention to hold a women’s circle at Binational garden was cancelled due to recent
violence during a women’s demonstration in the northern state of Sonora. Focus instead went to strengthening collective efforts between
Casa del Centro, Wound Clinic and the Borders and other organizations to disseminate EVAWUD campaign messages. This consisted
of designing social media posts and the EVAWUD campaign poster in Spanish then disseminating among organizations who provide
services for women. During Street Clinic, clients were invited to participate in women only activities to enhance empowerment of women
peers.
A webinar by the collective of women against the war on drugs coordinated dialogue with participants from 5 Mexican cities, including
three of the main border cities where migration, violence and drug use intersect (Mexicali, Ciudad Juarez and Tijuana). During the
webinar, participants heard about the urgent need to have women who use drugs sitting at the policy and planning tables. It was also
highlighted that inclusion of trans women and indigenous women is needed in outreach and design of services. Participants expressed
agreement on the need for harm reduction services directed towards women and were motivated to maintain the dialogue, advocate, and
invite more women to a monthly women’s group.

Virtual Photo
CD JUAREZ, TIJUANA,
MEXICALI, SAN DIEGO US,
QUERETARO
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The Collective against the War on Drugs was invited to participate in an activity organized around the 16 days of GBV action. Perla
from Borders represented the Women’s Against the War on Drugs collective and participated in a panel “Violence against Women users of
psychoactive substances: experiences and challenges”, which was held at the Women’s Institute for the State of Baja California. In this event,
the poster campaign was presented with its demand to end violence against women who use drugs.
Finally, the collective reached out by phone to women with strong presence and lived experience from Colombia and New York, as well as
two Baja indigenous women leaders to help improve understanding of the root causes of violence in their communities. The indigenous
communities are seriously affected by violence and drug related issues. It is important for them to learn about harm reduction as currently
the only response to drug user that they are aware of is forced ‘rehabilitation’. A meeting was arranged to create a women safe space to help
destigmatize and respect WUD and women at risk of violence including indigenous women. The group resolved to include indigenous
WUD in the future women’s dialogue.

Nigeria

EVAWUD21 in Nigeria focused on empowering communities to shape perception about women who use drugs and address the
enabling factors of gender-based violence. The activities carried out included three main elements; public awareness raising, community
engagement and media work. YouthRISE Nigeria and DHRAN distributed the EVAWUD campaign poster to raise awareness of genderbased violence and the impact on young women who use drugs. This campaign was championed in different communities, and the
highlight was the ‘walk to end violence against women who use drugs’ which involved the Area Council Committee on Sexual Violence
Prevention, including also consideration of young men as allies taking responsibility in ending gender-based violence.
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YouthRISE Nigeria engaged women who use drugs through platforms including ‘expressed in art’. YouthRISE Nigeria and DHRAN
conducted question and answer sessions which provided a safe space for young women who use drugs to share and identify the impact of
gender-based violence on their human rights, health, and development. A highlight of this action was how the Expressed in Art medium
created a safe space and therapeutic session which helped survivors share their experiences, learn about their rights and how to exercise
them, and provided a vehicle to be included in advocacy to end violence against women who use drugs.
The media was utilised through press briefs, videos, messages, and on-air shows/interviews. This was designed to enlightened the public
on the realities of women who use drugs in context of the repressive drug policy, highlighting negative perceptions that have exposed
women who use drugs to violations, affecting their health, human rights and inclusion in development.

Portugal

CASO organised EVAWUD campaign actions on 30 November. In the morning, they delivered
a workshop for practising manual printing technique on t-shirts and a conversation about
masculinities and violence against women, which marked the preparation for a public campaign.
Participants gathered at Fontaínhas, an iconic place in Porto, where they printed orange t-shirts
with the campaign slogans “End violence against women who use drugs” and “Women fighting
back against the war on drug users”. CASO also displayed the t-shirts and campaign posters to
mark their action visually. The printed t-shirts were offered with the request of wearing them
to support the campaign and contribute to the effective elimination of violence against women.
The public campaign was filmed by Luís Vieira Campos and included in the INPUD’s short
documentary series. CASO received donations (€65) from the participants at the campaign,
which will be used to assist the mutual support group of women who use drugs – MUSA.
MUSA/CASO also met with MANAS/GAMEM/GAT, who organised a workshop on creative
writing for a fanzine. This fanzine is intended to be used as advocacy material to focus on the
needs of women who use drugs at a national level.
MANAS started the campaign with a guided walk in Lisbon and participation in the march,
fighting against the war on drugs. MANAS also organised three creative writing workshops for
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the production of a the collective feminist fanzine. The first workshop started with a reading and discussion of Audre Lorde’s words
“We were never meant to survive”, followed by a debate about topics for the fanzine and the importance of pleasure and the erotic when
attempting to change narratives. On 6 December, MANAS delivered a campaign action in Porto, where they teamed up with CASO/
MUSA for a workshop about oppression, institutional violence, pleasure and sex work, screening of a documentary and a MANAS video,
and a dance afterwards. MANAS attended a peer assembly at CASO’s headquarters in Porto on the following day, where they decided on
their priorities: self-managed safer spaces for women and non-binary people who use drugs, the right to housing/occupation, the demand
to end police violence and to focus on intersectionality and human rights. MANAS concluded their campaign on 9 December, when they
organised the third creative workshop, followed by screening of the documentary “Six Women, One Seed” (attended by over 70 people)
and a discussion afterwards, which centred on reclaiming more visibility for the collective of women who use drugs.

South Africa

FEMALIVE Commemorative Silent Walk
The South African Network of People who Use Drugs (SANPUD) hosted a
commemorative walk to help paint the world orange for EVAWUD21. This was to
reflect on and remember the women who use drugs who have died due to genderbased violence. The campaign was titled “Femalive”, as opposed to ’femicide’ to
underscore that all women’s lives matter, including those who use drugs, who have
the same human rights as everyone else. The motto was “My Body, My Property” to
emphasise that the bodies of women who use drugs are not public property to be
abused. Women who use drugs should no longer be made victims and then blamed for
it and what women choose to put in their bodies does not make them less human, nor
does it give the next person the right to use, abuse, or even murder them.
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The walk took place on the 26th of November. 47 people participated and an additional 16 attended virtually at the Greenpoint
Lighthouse], continuing along the Sea Point promenade, where T-shirts, refreshments and informative flyers were distributed. Donated
female commodities and infant supplies were distributed to the WUD community. The walk concluded with the signing of the
declaration, which signifies the breaking down of barriers of silence with the recognition of violence against women who use drugs. In
signing the declaration, people were pledging that they will not be made a victim who lives in silence, nor will they be the perpetrator of
any form of gender-based violence. The banner which declares this pledge now hangs in the SANPUD office where those who visit are
also free to make the pledge.

Toronto, Canada
Street Health is in the downtown East end of Toronto, Ontario, Canada; a neighbourhood with the highest concentration of homeless
shelters in Canada. Street Health offers a drop-in program that addresses the precarious nature of life for trans women, non-binary people
and cis women who use drugs and are vulnerably housed or homeless. The lives of many non-binary people, trans and cis women in the
area have been disrupted by violence, and both the contexts of drug use and homelessness may further the risk. Drug using non-binary
people, and trans and cis women also face barriers to accessing traditional services due to stigma and discrimination.
12

Elimination of Violence Againts Women who Use Drugs

During the month of November, participants from the drop-in program
designed and painted a picture to commemorate the EVAWUD campaign.
On Nov 25th, Street Health were joined by Sistering, a multi-service
agency for at-risk, socially isolated women and trans people, and by
TransPride Toronto, who work to improve the lives and well-being of
Trans/2Spirit, Black, and Non-Binary identities. The three organisations
came together to acknowledge the need to specifically address how
violence affects trans women, non-binary people and cis women who use
drugs, and to hear and honour the voices of community.

Uganda

This Uganda EVAWUD campaign took the form of a in-person event where 17 women who use drugs were
invited to the UHRN offices to share their experiences of violence in a safe space and through a facilitated
discussion with a psychosocial counsellor and UHRN clinician. The women were split into two groups to allow
for easier sharing and the groups advised each other on how to manage and deal with experiences of violence
they may be currently experiencing or have ever experienced in the past. The experiences of the women were
documented in a confidential manner and recommendations for eliminating this violence were suggested, posters
were designed and displayed during the activity, and a number of posters were distributed among the women to
take home. Media was invited to come to UHRN during the day to capture some of the stories of the women who
wished to share publicly. NTV filmed 2 women and their stories, and interviewed the UHRN clinician to capture
the nuanced experiences of violence against women who use drugs and the policies that result in these women
being at risk.
The process revealed that at least 1 in 3 WUD experiences gender based violence continuously without reporting these cases to the
concerned authorities. The few that have reported violence to law enforcers and local leaders did not receive any support, while most of
the women feel compelled to stay in abusive relationships for fear of losing support for basic needs as the perpetrators are the sole bread
winners.
The activity generated the following recommendations: Engage other stakeholders to also understand challenges of GBV experienced
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by WUD; provide GBV-related IEC materials during similar future engagements;
scale-up efforts to address GBV experienced by WUD; provide GBV psychosocial,
clinical and legal support to address the needs of the GBV survivors; increase
funding for meaningful WUD participation including economic empowerment
within civil society organisations.
This activity was highly successful in achieving its aims; allowing young women
who use drugs to come together in a safe space to share their experiences of
violence while receiving psycho-social support. Those who chose to do so were also
able to highlight their experiences and what they wish to see change to eliminate
violence against women to the national media. The activity also allowed UHRN to
better understand experiences of violence and ensure that the recommendations
generated by the sharing session will be considered and included in future projects.

Ukraine

The Ukraine EVAWUD21 campaign was fully developed
and led by women who use drugs. Club Eney created a cool
promotional video with photos of WUD wearing orange
sweatshirts with the campaign slogan and poster.
Three stakeholder meetings were held with representatives
of police departments. At these meetings, agreement was
achieved for Club Eney to train police officers who are in
contact with WUD on the topics of stigma, discrimination
and gender-based violence at the national level. This training will change policing practices and reduce the amount of violence against
women who use drugs.
1,100 people viewed the Club Eney video on Facebook designed to challenge prejudice about WUD. Through the campaign, 10 new members
have joined the group of activists. In addition, contacts with three new police departments and the Ministry of Health were secured. Women
who use drugs are able to become more visible after the campaign, able to access information and link with helpful contacts.
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The International Community of Women Living with HIV (ICW) contributed to the EVAWUD21
campaign by working with a young women’s media team that created a campaign about obstetric violence
(including this video) and participated in the broader ICW #MySRHR #MyGuidelines campaign to promote
the WHO SRHR guidelines for women living with HIV. In both these campaigns, the teams specifically
included focus on women who use drugs. Furthermore, both campaigns included women who used drugs as
participants and decision makers.

Regional level:
EuroNPUD
EuroNPUD women and WHRIN teamed up again for the EVAWUD21. Several EuroNPUD member drug user
groups applied for small grants to undertake activities linked to this year’s campaign. WHRIN and EuroNPUD
provided small grants to the following country drug user groups: Metzineres in Spain, PeerNUPS in Greece,
CASO and MANAS in Portugal, SLON in the Czech Republic and Chemical Sisters in Italy. The partner groups
organised events and various local actions to fight violence and stigma. As a symbol of the international theme
colour of the UN campaign, members of country groups wore orange colour and displayed posters with an
orange theme. In addition, a press release was launched through social media.

International Drug Policy Consortium, (IDPC) - Asia:
In honour of this year’s International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women and Human Rights
Day, IDPC joined WHRIN in the EVAWUD campaign to raise awareness about violence faced by women who
use drugs including trans and gender non-conforming people with the focus on intersectionality. In collaboration with partners from the
INSPIRE project, working on empowering women and young people affected by punitive drug policies in Southeast Asia, and the network
in Asia, stories were gathered from ten women who use drugs who have lived through violence, discrimination, and stigmatisation
because of their gender and drug use, as well as other intersectional issues such as sex work. They are from India, Indonesia, Myanmar,
and the Philippines.
Their accounts shine a light on how the war on drugs has had devastating impacts on the lives of people who use drugs, especially for
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women. They have experienced heightened degrees of violence from their partners and law enforcement. Even when they try to seek help
from their community, they are rejected due to being considered a “bad woman” for using drugs. Punitive responses from governments,
which stoke stigma and discrimination, have villainized women who use drugs and limited their access to basic human rights, such as,
safety and security, right to health, access to justice, right to employment, and many more.
The storytellers also shared their messages for ending violence against women who use drugs and to help empower other women who face
a similar situation to theirs. Their stories are shared on IDPC Asia’s Twitter and IDPC Facebook page.

WHRIN extends gratitude and congratulations to all those participating in the EVAWUD21
campaign. Together, women who use drugs are gaining momentum in protecting the rights and
safety of members of our community. EVAWUD activities are increasingly targeted towards service,
policy and practice adjustments and reforms designed to protect and assist women and gender nonconforming people who use drugs who are experiencing or at risk of violence. Please keep us posted
on any further campaign and related activities so we can promote, share and hopefully replicate your
progress in other locations.
Please also share this report through your networks to help grow the EVAWUD campaign in 2022.
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