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COMMUNITY
START-UP CUTS
Written By Terry Peters
Street Health is joining with several other
organizations to actively oppose the most
recent attack on social services funding
for poor and marginalized Ontarians.
In January, 2013, the government of
Ontario is planning to discontinue the
Community Start-Up and Maintenance
Benefit (CSUMB). For roughly 16,000
people per month, this funding
helps construct bridges to escaping
homelessness, harm, or insecure housing
in a landscape where affordable housing
is already scarce. The CSUMB is intended
for those on social assistance (who are
already vulnerable) to pay for moving
expenses, purchase furniture (beds,
Determined Street Health staff out in full force at the October 17th march on Queen’s Park to protest the pending
lamps, chairs, microwaves), pay rent or
Community Startup Cuts.
utility deposits, buy special items that
assist with a disability, pay rent arrears
A woman and her children, fleeing a
From among these possible realities, we
to prevent eviction, and any other items
violent or abusive situation, can move to
consider the most menacing to be the
necessary to get or
safety with this benefit.
threat to women. Statistics collected by
HALF OF CANADIAN
maintain housing. This
A struggling family can
the Assaulted Women’s Helpline [AWHL]
is not a shopping spree; WOMEN OVER 16 HAVE
prevent their hydro
state that: on average, a woman in
approval requires that
from being cut off this
Canada is killed by her intimate partner
EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE winter. An at-risk senior
one submit a detailed
every 6 days; half of Canadian women
list of needed items, and AT LEAST ONCE; ON
with Alzheimer’s can
over 16 have experienced violence at
their estimated costs. An ANY GIVEN DAY, MORE
move to supportive
least once; on any given day, more than
individual applicant is
housing. A basement
3,000 women (and their 2,500 children)
THAN 3,000 WOMEN ARE apartment floods; a
eligible for $799, a family
are living in domestic-abuse shelters.
LIVING IN DOMESTIC$1500, once every two
fire starts in someone’s
Violence against women isn’t limited
years, or more often
kitchen. If you’ve finally
to rapes or beatings, but also includes
ABUSE SHELTERS.
if under exceptional
found a job, and must
emotional, psychological, and financial
circumstances. These circumstances
move closer to your work, you can seek
abuse. Denial of money, employment,
include being a victim of fire or flood,
funding to help build a brighter future.
food, basic needs, or any other means
having to move to supportive housing
If you have been discharged from an
of independence is abuse People who
due to a disability, moving to escape
institution where your basic needs were
are on Ontario Works (OW) or Ontario
domestic violence, replacing furniture lost
provided, you can bridge the gap toward
Disability Support Program (ODSP) can
to bedbug infestation, or where denial
more independent and empowered
seek CSUMB funding to escape this
of the benefit would be harmful to the
living. These are real-life possibilities.
violence, presuming that the government
health and welfare of you, your spouse,
does not eliminate it.
or your children.
...continued on page 3

Street Health works to improve the health and well being of homeless and underhoused individuals in southeast Toronto
by addressing the social determinants of health through programs, services, education and advocacy.

THE ANNUAL
STREET HEALTH
COMMUNITY
BARBEQUE!

Nurse Anne Marie Batten participated in Project Water, and initiative that donates over 1.5 million bottles of water
to agencies working with Toronto’s homeless community during the hot summer months.

On June 20, 2012 Toronto broke a 60year heat record...and Street Health held
a barbeque! Hundreds of community
members, and one live singer, joined
us for some summer fun. Together
with our generous friends at Enbridge
Gas Distribution and Pillars Meats, we
welcomed summer to the Dundas and
Sherbourne neighbourhood by hosting a
fun-filled community barbeque for all of
our clients and friends.

PROJECT WATER
On July 5, 2012 I was fortunate to
participate in the launch of Project Water.
Project Water, founded by the Bargains
Group, was born in response to the
inexcusable fact that more homeless
people die from dehydration in the
summer months than from exposure in
the winter. We are very grateful for the
generous donation of over 120 cases of
much needed water to Street Health.
On the day of the launch, I was invited
to lead street outreach in the downtown
area, distributing water into the hands
of those most in need of assistance. The
launch occurred on one of the hottest
days this summer and my team provided
emergency medical care to several
people who were experiencing a heat
related illness that day.

On any given night in this city hundreds
of people sleep outside. For our most
vulnerable and those with chronic
medical conditions, these past summer
months were very difficult. Street Health
always has water available to clients
at our office, we also go out into the
community during extreme heat alerts
distributing water to those who need it.
As a Street Nurse, my commitment to
this community extends beyond the
launch day of Project Water. Our work
extends through the summer months as
we continue to distribute this water in
an effort to provide relief and maintain
health.
Written by Anne Marie Batten
Follow me on twitter
@annemariebatten

E–Newsletters!
Attention Donors – getting your semi-annual newsletter
by email is now easier than ever!
Just visit our web site at www.streethealth.ca
and click on “About Us”.

A great time and a delicious lunch was had by all at
the Annual Spring barbeque!

People gathered together in the parking
lot outside of our offices at 338 Dundas
Street to enjoy time with friends, great
music, and of course, a delicious, free
lunch! Volunteers and staff served
tasty sausage on a bun and cold drinks
to many hungry attendees. Over 800
sausages and 200 veggie dogs were
served!
It was a wonderful day for the Street
Health family. We sincerely enjoyed
the opportunity to re-connect with the
neighbourhood after the winter; as well
as to show our gratitude for 26 years of
supporting and trusting Street Health.
Thank you so much to our sponsors the
Enbridge Special Events team, and Pillars.
We hope to make this an annual event!

TAKE BACK
THE NIGHT
COMMUNITY FAIR
AND MARCH
TO STOP SEXUAL
VIOLENCE

...continued from page 1
If rendered homeless, the threat to
women becomes even worse! Research
published in the Street Health Report
2007 states that more than 1 in 5 women
living on the streets had been raped,
and an alarming 43% had been repeated
victims of sexual harassment or assault,
some more times than they could count.
The CSUMB is intended to help her get
or maintain her housing; when violence
is her reality, what she needs is safety,
support, and solutions.
Social Assistance benefits are continually
being slashed. The maximum OW and
ODSP allowances for rent are capped at
$372 and $445 respectively (for a single
person)…yet here in Toronto there are
over 86,000 names on 10-year waiting
lists for scarce rent-geared-to-income
housing. Throughout all of this, the
government had always recognized that
the CSUMB was essential to housing,
health, and safety…up until now.

In 1986 Nancy, a Street Health Peer Outreach
Worker (shown here with fellow Street Health staff
Terry Peters) accessed the Community Start Up
Fund which allowed her to safely leave her abusive
husband. “Without the Community Start Up I would
not have been able to leave, and my husband would
have eventually killed me - I know this for certain”,
says Nancy.

on the provincial government to demand
a reversal of this budgetary decision.
Now we are asking for your help. Please
take the time to write a
letter, send an email, or
STREET HEALTH HAS
PARTNERED WITH OTHER pick up the phone to add
your voice and strength to
AGENCIES TO TURN
our collective efforts and
COLLECTIVE OPPOSITION outcomes.

In advance of
the proposed
January 1st, 2013
cut-off date,
Street Health has
partnered with
INTO CONCERTED
other agencies
Eliminating the CSUMB will
to turn collective ACTION, ON BEHALF
lead to a drastic and swift
opposition
increase in homelessness
OF SOME OF THE MOST
into concerted
VULNERABLE CITIZENS OF in Ontario. Those who will
action, on behalf
be most negatively affected
ONTARIO.
of some of the
by these cuts –who will
most vulnerable
bear the cruellest costs
citizens of Ontario. We have been joining
of homelessness-, will be the women,
ongoing protests, advising our clients,
children, seniors, disabled, unemployed,
contacting the media, and requesting
and poor who will have had their health
meetings with MPPs and Ministers
and welfare deemed insignificant by a
responsible for everything from women’s
distant political process.
issues to seniors issues and, of course,
Community and Social Services.
On October 17th, 2012 (U.N. International
Day for the Eradication of Poverty), the
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty hosted
a CSUMB Walk-In Clinic at the Church of
the Holy Trinity, encouraging people on
OW or ODSP to apply immediately for
available benefits, before the deadline.
Street Health staff members were present
to assist the over 52 clients with their
applications. Directly following this clinic
more than 900 people joined in a march

OUR PROGRAMS
& SERVICES

Nursing Outreach
Mental Health Support
I.D. Replacement and Storage
Harm Reduction
Advocacy
Research
Education

On September 15, 2012 Street Health
participated in the 32nd annual Take Back
the Night event in an effort to stop sexual
violence against women. The community
fair, which was organized by the Toronto
Rape Crisis Centre/Multicultural Women
Against Rape, took place at MasarykCowan Community Recreation Centre.
Hundreds of women and trans people
crowded the streets in downtown
Toronto to call an end to sexual violence
against women in our community.
Women who are homeless or underhoused face far more violence than the
general population. Risk factors that
contribute to incidences of violence
include a shortage of shelters and safe
affordable housing, inadequate income
support, and not enough support
services for women.
The highly successful and empowering
event communicated an important
and powerful message: sexual violence
against women must be stopped.

BOARD LIST FALL 2012
EXECUTIVE:
Don Locke – Board Chair
Michael Treuman – Vice Chair
Michelle Mallette- Treasurer
BOARD MEMBERS:
Ric Atcheson
Adam Borovilos
Jordan Berman
Jill Evans
Scott Goodman
Eleanor Lester
Tara McCarville
Diane Walter

BETH’S FAIRWELL
Beth Pelton, one of our nursing staff,
recently retired from nursing at Street
Health. She was a valued member of our
team and wanted to express how much
working with our staff and clients have
meant to her. Attached is a letter that she
sent to us….
Dear Street Health Clients and Peers:
On September 28, 2012 - my last day at
Street Health, I said to some of you that
I had learned a lot working with you. I
didn’t elaborate because I knew it might
be too difficult to express myself without
becoming emotional.
I have admired you for your courage
and your resiliency in showing/sharing
your vulnerability. I am learning that we
humans are our most authentic when we
are expressing our personal truth. I wish
for myself, more moments of showing
my vulnerabilities, so that I more willingly
share who I am becoming. Thank-you for
allowing me to participate in your life.
Through getting to know each of you,
I have experienced what I have been
learning through my years of nursing:
that relationships are the most important
thing we humans can accomplish in life.
I wish for each of you, what you wish
and hope for yourself. Working with you
has enriched my life both personally and
professionally.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
- SEND A DONATION TO STREET HEALTH Your donation will help us to expand our programs to better serve our clients.

- ORGANIZE A FUNDRAISER Street Health would love to help you plan a fundraising event through your
club, church, or office. Please call for more details.

- ADVOCATE FOR THE HOMELESS Express your concerns to your municipal, provincial, and federal politicians…
WRITING A LETTER CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

- GIVE STREET HEALTH A VOICE Our staff would be happy to speak to your organization, staff, club, or church
about our programs and the needs of our clients.

- DONATE SLEEPING BAGS AND WINTER WARMTH ITEMS Please give your used sleeping bags, winter coats, warm clothing, new socks,
and footwear to Street Health for our Sleeping Bag Distribution and Winter
Warmth Project.

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR NEW WEB SITE YET?
Lots of useful information for donors and service providers.
Making a donation online is quick, easy and secure!
Be sure to check out our regular blog posts as well!
www.streethealth.ca

Thank you.

Street Health
@StreetHealthTO

338 Dundas Street East, Toronto ON, M5A 2A1
(416) 921-8668
info@streethealth.ca
www.streethealth.ca
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