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Urgent Action Needed To Maintain Life Saving Services
On Friday, March 29th, 2019, the Ontario Ministry of Health announced they were immediately cutting funding to Street
Health Overdose Prevention Site (OPS). In the middle of the worst public health crisis of a generation, the government
expected this service to shut down with no notice to the people who have come to depend on this lifesaving service.
In the nine months it has operated, Street Health OPS has supervised over 2000 visits and reversed 30 overdoses.
The people Street Health OPS serves are residents within this community, regardless of whether they stay in public
housing, shelters, or respite centers. Overdose deaths are preventable.
Please join Street Health in demanding the provincial government reverse these cuts.

TAKE ACTION

 Contact Health Minister, Christine Elliott. Let her know services like Street Health
OPS are essential healthcare services.
Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care
Hepburn Block, 10th Floor
80 Grosvenor St.
Toronto, ON M7A 1E9
christine.elliott@pc.ola.org
Tel 416-327-4300

 Sign an online petition at www.progresstoronto.ca/take-action-to-save-lives
Street Health has committed to keeping our OPS staffed and open for April, 2019.

Your continuing donation during this crisis will ensure that Street Health does everything we can
to continue meeting clients’ needs. This is an urgent request to add your voice and provide your
support. Please visit our website to donate and for the most current updates www.streethealth.ca
or call us at 416-921-8668.

PROJECT LEADS TO KNOWLEDGE AND ADVOCACY
My name is Riley and I live near Sherbourne and Carlton.
I am a fifteen-year-old student attending Northern
Secondary School. As part of my grade ten Civics project I
had to choose a topic where I thought I could help make a
change in my community. I decided I wanted to learn more
about the opioid crisis.
Growing up, I have seen many people who are experiencing
homelessness. I have lived in this neighborhood my whole
life and now it is considered an epicentre of the drug crisis
— an intersection of Toronto which has among the highest
overdose-related calls to 911.
When I began doing my project, I found out there was
an Open House at Street Health, which is an organization
which is one of the few places in Toronto that allows for safe
injections. I went to the open house and I saw the services
that they actually offer. I was surprised that this includes
medical services and practical supports.
People need to understand what the term “harm reduction”
means. They need to understand that any one of us could
become homeless and turn to substances. Sometimes
drug use comes from mental illness, sometimes it is
another medical issue, and sometimes it is just people’s life
circumstances. It is most important that it is treated as a
health issue and not a criminal issue. If the government gave
the funding and support that is needed, the focus could be
on prevention and ensuring people have housing, medical
care and having their basic needs met. Up until the last few
years it was still a criminal offense for even nurses and other
trained people to ensure people were able to inject safety.

416-921-8668
info@streethealth.ca
www.streethealth.ca

OPS Coordinator Kelly White with
Riley Hewitt and his mom Gina
Now agencies that are licensed are allowed to provide this
help for people.
The best thing for the government to do for the homeless
is to open up more affordable housing for people who are
stuck at the bottom. They should also input more employee
training programs so homeless people can get back on
their feet. People should also consider that mental health
problems and drug abuse problems should not be viewed
as a criminal offense but rather as a health issue.
I’m sharing this information, being a source of education and
knowledge for others in my day-to-day life. It’s important to
know about all people in our community and it’s important
that we all live together.
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Thank you to everyone who supported Street Health’s first
COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR fundraising walk.
Our walkers raised more than $18,000!
Special thanks to
David Mintz Catering,
St. Luke’s United Church,
Blue Sea Philanthropy
Groups and supporters from:
Fairlawn Avenue United Church,
Melville United Church, St. Andrew
By-the-lake Church, Toronto Twilight
Rotary Club, Because We Care and
Ryerson Nursing Students
for Social Justice.

ALTERNATIVE THERAPY
Ear acupuncture involves the application of five small, sterile
needles at specific points which correspond to the body’s
mapping on the ear surface. It can support individuals
with withdrawal symptoms and anxiety to prevent relapse,
and support the body’s internal balance, energy flow and
healing.

HEALTHCARE ON WHEELS

Registered Nurse Wanda Menzies is a certified Acupuncture
Detoxification Specialist (ADS) and is providing clients with
access to this health promoting option.
Treatments are safe, welcoming, barrier-free, and client
centred. Clients can also have magnetic ear beads for
support between Acudetox sessions. The beads adhere
to the ear; clients gently press to help with mood and
mindfulness.
A drop-in clinic is offered weekly for clients to receive
treatment and learn more about using Acudetox to support
their wellbeing.

Street Health and Sherbourne Health
are working together to expand health
services, for those who are homeless
and under-housed, with evening
and weekend hours provided from
the Health Bus. This fully equipped
vehicle provides primary care, traumainformed counselling, enhanced case
management
and
navigation to
community supports. Street Health
has three Case Managers – Jon, Jenna
and Rob (not pictured), who work with
clients at a variety of stops as part of the
Moss Park Interprofessional Care Team.

